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Difficult choices: On Trump administration’s draft peace proposal for
Ukraine
Ukraine and its allies must seek to build on Donald Trump’s proposals

The Trump administration’s draft peace proposal for Ukraine has triggered predictable unease in Kyiv.
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has warned that Ukraine now faces a “very difficult choice”, risking the
loss of its dignity or a key partner. U.S. President Donald Trump has urged him to accept the proposal by
Thanksgiving (November 27). Ukraine’s apprehensions are understandable. According to the leaked
draft of Mr. Trump’s 28-point plan, Kyiv would be required to cede territory in Donetsk and recognise
Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk as de facto Russian. In the other two oblasts annexed by Russia (Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia), the conflict would be frozen along the line of contact, effectively allowing Moscow to
retain the areas it has seized. Russia would withdraw from the territories it has captured outside the five
oblasts and pledge not to attack neighbouring countries again. The plan also demands Ukraine cap its
armed forces at 6,00,000 personnel and formally renounce its bid to join NATO. The bloc’s eastward
expansion would be halted, sanctions on Russia lifted, while Ukraine would receive “reliable security
guarantees”. The plan does not elaborate on these guarantees, but U.S. media said that the Trump
administration has circulated a separate three-point plan, promising NATO-style security assurances to
Kyiv. Russian President Vladimir Putin has positively responded to the proposal, but Ukraine and its
European partners are scrambling to craft an alternative proposal to achieve what they call “peace with

dignity”.

Several elements of the Trump plan mirror Russia’s long-standing demands, including the halt of NATO's
eastward expansion. On the other hand, the proposal that Ukraine cede territory is not going to be easy
for any Ukrainian leader to implement. This makes it enormously difficult for any mediator to craft a
peace blueprint that provides genuine common ground for the warring parties. Any meaningful push
for peace must take into account at least three dimensions. First, the reality on the battlefield; second,
Ukraine’s need for credible and lasting security assurances; and third, the creation of a new security
framework in Europe. The military balance currently favours Russia, which now controls over 20% of pre-
2014 Ukraine. Mr. Zelenskyy’s regime, on the other hand, is grappling with corruption scandals. The
tragedy of Ukraine is that it is trapped in the great power rivalry between the West and Russia. Trust has
evaporated, and the post-Cold War European security order lies in tatters. A peace deal must address
this lack of trust and seek to build a new security equilibrium in the region, addressing Europe’s fears and
Russia’s concerns. None of these goals can be achieved through an open-ended war. Mr. Trump’s plan,
though imperfect, at least offers a structured framework for dialogue, involving the U.S., Europe, NATO,

Ukraine and Russia.

1. build on (phrasal verb)
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Meaning: To use something as a foundation and develop it further.

Synonyms: expand upon, augment, reinforce, capitalize on

Antonyms: disregard, overlook, undermine, abandon

2. triggered (verb)

Meaning: Caused something (usually a reaction or response) to happen suddenly.

Synonyms: prompted, provoked, instigated, precipitated

Antonyms: suppressed, stifled, inhibited, quelled

3. unease (houn)

Meaning: A feeling of worry, discomfort, or anxiety.

Synonyms: disquiet, apprehension, discomfiture, foreboding

Antonyms: assurance, composure, serenity, tranquility

4. dignity (noun)

Meaning: A sense of self-respect and honour.

Synonyms: nobility, self-worth, decorum, honourability

Antonyms: disgrace, humiliation, indignity, shame

5. apprehensions (noun)

Meaning: Worries or fears about something unpleasant.

Synonyms: misgivings, trepidations, qualms, forebodings

Antonyms: confidence, certainty, assurance, conviction

6. cede (verb)

Meaning: To give up control of territory, rights, or power.
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Synonyms: surrender, relinquish, concede, yield

Antonyms: retain, withhold, defend, preserve

7. oblasts (noun)

Meaning: Administrative or territorial regions in Eastern European countries, particularly Russia and
Ukraine.
Synonyms: provinces, territories, jurisdictions, administrative divisions

Antonyms: (conceptual) central authority, capital zone, federal core, metropolitan region

8. annexed (verb)

Meaning: Taken over and added territory to a state, usually by force.

Synonyms: appropriated, seized, incorporated, usurped

Antonyms: relinquished, ceded, detached, withdrew

9. retain (verb)

Meaning: To continue to keep or hold something.

Synonyms: preserve, maintain, uphold, conserve

Antonyms: relinquish, forfeit, discard, surrender

10. pledge (verb)

Meaning: To formally promise or commit to something.

Synonyms: vow, undertake, commit, swear

Antonyms: retract, repudiate, rescind, disavow

11. cap (verb)

Meaning: To place an upper limit or restriction on something.

Synonyms: limit, restrict, circumscribe, curtail
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Antonyms: expand, enlarge, escalate, amplify

12. renounce (verb)

Meaning: To formally give up a claim, pursuit, or belief.
Synonyms: forswear, repudiate, relinquish, abdicate

Antonyms: embrace, assert, uphold, claim

13. bid (noun, as used)

Meaning: An attempt or effort to achieve or join something.

Synonyms: attempt, pursuit, endeavour, aspiration

Antonyms: withdrawal, abandonment, disengagement, refusal

14. elaborate (verb)

Meaning: To explain or detail something more fully.

Synonyms: expound, elucidate, clarify, amplify

Antonyms: obscure, withhold, abridge, compress

15. assurances (noun)

Meaning: Promises intended to give confidence or certainty.

Synonyms: guarantees, pledges, affirmations, commitments

Antonyms: doubts, uncertainties, reservations, misgivings

16. scrambling (verb)

Meaning: Rushing urgently to do or arrange something.

Synonyms: hustling, scurrying, maneuvering, improvising

Antonyms: delaying, hesitating, lingering, dawdling
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17. craft (verb)

Meaning: To carefully create or shape something.
Synonyms: devise, formulate, fashion, engineer

Antonyms: distort, ruin, dismantle, neglect

18. mirror (verb)

Meaning: To closely reflect or resemble something.

Synonyms: emulate, parallel, echo, replicate

Antonyms: diverge, contrast, contradict, differ

19. implement (verb)

Meaning: To put a plan or idea into action.

Synonyms: execute, enforce, operationalize, administer

Antonyms: stall, obstruct, abandon, nullify

20. enormously (adverb)

Meaning: To a very great degree; extremely.

Synonyms: immensely, profoundly, exceedingly, vastly

Antonyms: slightly, marginally, moderately, minimally

21. common ground (noun phrase)

Meaning: Shared beliefs or interests that allow agreement.

Synonyms: mutual understanding, shared basis, consensus point, convergence

Antonyms: discord, divergence, polarity, impasse
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22. warring (adjective)

Meaning: Engaged in conflict or fighting.
Synonyms: belligerent, hostile, antagonistic, combative
Antonyms: conciliatory, peaceful, amicable, cooperative

23. push (noun, as used)

Meaning: A determined effort to achieve something.

Synonyms: drive, initiative, thrust, campaign

Antonyms: withdrawal, inertia, apathy, retreat

24. take into account (phrase)

Meaning: To consider something while making a decision.

Synonyms: factor in, acknowledge, heed, accommodate

Antonyms: disregard, ignore, discount, overlook

25. credible (adjective)

Meaning: Believable and trustworthy.

Synonyms: plausible, dependable, authoritative, tenable

Antonyms: dubious, unreliable, implausible, unconvincing

26. lasting (adjective)

Meaning: Continuing for a long time; enduring.

Synonyms: enduring, persistent, perennial, abiding

Antonyms: temporary, transient, short-lived, fleeting

27. grappling with (phrasal verb)
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Meaning: Struggling to deal with a difficult issue.

Synonyms: confronting, contending with, wrestling with, tackling

Antonyms: resolving, mastering, overcoming, evading

28. evaporated (verb)

Meaning: Disappeared gradually, especially a feeling or trust.
Synonyms: dissipated, vanished, withered, dwindled

Antonyms: intensified, solidified, strengthened, accumulated

29. in tatters (phrase)

Meaning: Completely ruined or broken down.
Synonyms: shattered, devastated, dilapidated, dismantled

Antonyms: intact, restored, robust, flourishing

Summary for Bank Mains Descriptive Practice:
The draft peace proposal on Ukraine put forward by the Trump administration has generated considerable

concern in Kyiv. The plan requires Ukraine to cede territory in Donetsk and to recognise Crimea, Donetsk
and Luhansk as de facto Russian. It also freezes the conflict in two other occupied oblasts, allows Russia
to retain significant territory it has seized, and sets limits on the size of Ukraine’s armed forces. In return,
Russia is expected to withdraw from areas outside the five contested regions and commit to not attacking
neighbouring countries, while Ukraine would receive undefined “security guarantees”. Several aspects of
the proposal echo Russia’s long-standing demands, making it challenging for any Ukrainian government to
accept. The situation is further complicated by the shifting military balance, political instability in Kyiv, and
the broader strategic rivalry between Russia and the West. For any peace initiative to be viable, it must
address battlefield realities, offer credible security assurances, and contribute to a stable European
security framework. While imperfect, the proposal provides a basis for structured dialogue involving all

major stakeholders.

Student-Friendly Summary for Easy Understanding:
A draft peace proposal for the Ukraine conflict, prepared by the Trump administration, has created worry

in Ukraine. The plan asks Ukraine to give up parts of Donetsk and accept Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk as
effectively controlled by Russia. It also freezes the conflict in two other regions and limits the size of

Ukraine’s military. In return, Russia would withdraw from some areas and promise not to attack

CIiCk H'E're t'n take_\ info@practicemock.com

OM-49032737

Free Mock Tests on PracticeMock



https://www.practicemock.com/

PRACTICE [{-1e(’{ Seating Arrangement Important Questions

neighbouring countries again, while Ukraine would receive security guarantees that are not clearly

defined. Many elements of the plan reflect Russia’s demands, making acceptance difficult for Ukraine. The
conflict remains shaped by military realities, Ukraine’s internal challenges, and tensions between Russia
and Western countries. A long-term peace would require trust, security, and a balanced regional

framework.

Tone Analysis:
Primary Tone: Analytical and Cautionary

The article mainly adopts an analytical and cautionary tone. It does not express emotions or take sides;
instead, it examines the implications of the Trump administration’s peace proposal for Ukraine with careful
reasoning. The article breaks down the proposal point by point, evaluates why it is difficult for Ukraine to

accept, and highlights the risks and challenges involved.

The tone is analytical because the author:

e explains the details of the peace plan,
e compares them with Russia’s demands,
e evaluates the political and security implications,

e and examines the broader geopolitical situation.

It is cautionary because the author repeatedly warns about the complex consequences—such as
territorial concessions, military limitations, shifting power dynamics, and weakened trust—that make the
proposal risky and difficult to implement. The article signals that any peace agreement must be

approached carefully to avoid long-term instability.

How to Identify This Tone in Any Article

1. Look for Detailed Examination
If the article breaks an issue into parts, evaluates each aspect, and explains the reasoning behind events

or decisions, it indicates an analytical tone.

2. Check Whether the Author Warns of Risks
Words and phrases that highlight dangers, concerns, or potential negative consequences suggest a

cautionary tone.
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Examples: “difficult choice, e cannot be achieved through an

” \\ " \\ ” \

concern,” “challenging,” "must address,

open-ended war.”

3. Observe If the Author Is Neutral
Analytical and cautionary tones avoid emotional language. Instead, the writing remains straightforward,
factual, and structured.

There is no praise, blame, anger, or excitement.

4. Look for Focus on Future Implications
Cautionary articles often highlight what might go wrong if issues are not handled properly, guiding the

reader to think critically.

5. Identify Objective Assessment, Not Advocacy
The author does not push a personal opinion but assesses the strengths, weaknesses, and consequences

of each proposal or event.

Descriptive Exercise: Precis and Comprehension

Write a précis in your own words on the following paragraph.

Passage:

In many developing countries, the rapid growth of the digital payments sector has transformed how
citizens interact with financial services. Mobile wallets, QR-based transactions, and instant bank transfers
have reduced dependence on cash and expanded access to formal financial systems. For millions who
lacked traditional banking services, digital platforms have provided a convenient entry point, enabling
them to save, borrow, and conduct daily transactions with greater ease.

Despite these gains, the transition has also exposed several structural weaknesses. One major concern is
the widening gap between digitally literate individuals and those unfamiliar with technology. Elderly
populations, rural communities, and low-income groups often struggle to navigate digital apps, leaving
them dependent on intermediaries or vulnerable to exploitation. This digital divide threatens to undermine
the inclusiveness that digital finance aims to achieve.

Security presents another challenge. As digital transactions grow, so do incidents of phishing, identity
theft, and fraudulent apps. Many users, particularly first-time adopters, lack awareness about safe digital
practices, making them easy targets. Financial institutions and governments have attempted to
strengthen cybersecurity measures, but creating widespread digital awareness remains a slow and uneven

process.
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Additionally, the dominance of a few private payment platforms raises concerns about market

concentration. When a small number of companies control large volumes of transactions, issues of data
privacy and responsible handling of user information become increasingly significant. Policymakers are
now debating how to balance innovation with regulation so that digital payments remain secure,
competitive, and transparent.

Nevertheless, digital payments continue to reshape economic behaviour. Small businesses benefit from
faster settlements and reduced cash-handling risks, while governments use digital systems to distribute
welfare payments more efficiently. As the sector evolves, experts argue that sustained progress will
depend on improving digital literacy, strengthening consumer protection, and ensuring that technological

growth does not compromise inclusiveness or data privacy.

Precis:

Title: Challenges in Digital Payment Expansion
The rapid expansion of digital payments has widened financial access by enabling mobile wallets, QR

transactions, and instant transfers. However, the shift also exposes weaknesses such as the digital divide,
which affects elderly, rural, and low-income groups who struggle with technology. Rising cyber threats,
including phishing and identity theft, further complicate adoption as many new users lack awareness of
safe practices. Concerns also arise from the dominance of a few private platforms, raising issues of data
privacy and market concentration. While digital payments support small businesses and improve welfare
distribution, long-term progress requires enhanced digital literacy, strong consumer protection, and
balanced regulation to ensure secure and inclusive growth.

Answer the following questions in your own words, based on the above passage.

1. How have digital payments transformed financial access in developing countries?

2. What groups are most affected by the digital divide, and why?

3. Why is security a major concern in digital payments?

4. What risks accompany the dominance of a few private payment platforms?

5. According to the passage, what factors are necessary for the sustainable growth of digital payments?

Answers:
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1. Digital payments have reduced dependence on cash and opened doors to formal financial services.
Mobile wallets, QR-based payments, and instant transfers allow people to save, borrow, and transact more
easily. For many previously excluded from traditional banking, these platforms offer a convenient entry

point, helping them manage daily financial activities with greater efficiency and accessibility.

2. The digital divide mainly affects elderly citizens, rural communities, and low-income groups. These
populations often lack the technological familiarity required to use digital apps confidently. Their limited
exposure leaves them dependent on intermediaries or vulnerable to exploitation, undermining the

inclusiveness that digital finance is intended to promote and creating barriers to independent participation.

3. Security issues arise because the growth of digital transactions has led to increasing cases of phishing,
identity theft, and fraudulent apps. First-time users often lack awareness of safe digital behaviour, making
them easy targets for cybercriminals. Although institutions are strengthening cybersecurity, widespread

digital awareness remains inconsistent, leaving many users exposed to potential risks.

4. When a small number of companies control large transaction volumes, concerns emerge about market
concentration, data privacy, and responsible handling of user information. Such dominance can limit
competition and raise questions about how user data is stored, processed, and protected. Policymakers

therefore debate how to ensure innovation without compromising transparency or security.

5. Sustainable growth depends on improving digital literacy so users can navigate platforms safely,
strengthening consumer protection to guard against fraud, and creating balanced regulation to prevent
market concentration. Ensuring inclusiveness and safeguarding data privacy are also essential as digital

payments continue shaping economic behaviour in businesses, households, and government services.
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