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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 31, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrases Contextual Sense 

Top-notch  very good or impressive 

Debutant  
a person who is making a first appearance in a 
particular capacity 

High  Happy and excited and energetic 

Clinch  win conclusively 

Clinical  extremely objective and realistic 

Delirious  Marked by uncontrolled excitement or emotion 

Tepid  Feeling or showing little interest or enthusiasm 

Hype  intensive or exaggerated publicity 

Dish out  Give or provide in small portions 

Tussle  Struggle  

Anchor Fixed  

Stretch  Extension  

Redemption  Recovery  

Weigh down  burden 

Turn the corner  Get past the worst point of a process 

Finesse  A highly developed state of perfection 

Brisk  Quick and energetic 

Prising  to obtain with difficulty 
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Chipping in  contribute 

Cut across  to precede or go beyond considerations of 

Etch  to depict or impress sharply and distinctly 

Wrest  to get by effort 

 

Read the complete editorial along with difficult words & their contextual meanings of 
The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary – May 31, 2022 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 30, 2022 
 

Difficult 

Word/ Phrase Contextual Sensse 

Pay price  to experience the bad result of something you have done 

Endemic  
(Of or relating to a disease) constantly present to greater or 
lesser extent in a particular locality 

Surveillance  Close observation 

Under the 

radar  Not getting attention  

Genome 
sequencing  

A laboratory method that is used to determine the entire 
genetic makeup of a specific organism or cell type 

Outbreak  

the sudden start of something unpleasant (especially a 

disease) 

Rave party  

a big event at which young people dance to electronic music 

in a large building or in the open air 

Exportation  something causing to spread in another part of the world 

Scant  Limited than what is required 

Mortality rate  The ratio of deaths in an area to the population of that area 

Clade  

a group of living organisms that includes all the descendants 

sharing specific genetic traits of a common ancestor 

Mutation  

an alteration in the genetic material (the genome) of a cell 

of a living organism or of a virus that is more or less 

permanent and that can be transmitted to the cell’s or the 
virus’s descendants 

Spur  stimulate 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 27, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Assault weapon  

Semi-automatic firearm capable of accepting a detachable 

magazine 

Grim  inspiring horror 

Tackle  Accept as a challenge 

Outrage  Strike with disgust or revulsion 

Perish  Cease to live 

Scarcely  Only a very short time before 

Plea  A humble request for help from someone in authority 

Bear  Have rightfully  

Stamp out  End or extinguish by forceful means 

Shadowy  Lacking clarity or distinctness 

Lobbying  
Attempt to influence (a public official or decision-maker) 
in favour of a specific opinion or cause 

Clamp down  Repress or suppress (something regarded as undesirable) 

Rip into  Criticize or abuse strongly and violently 

Proliferation  

A rapid increase in number (especially a rapid increase in 

the number of deadly weapons) 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 26, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Mobilise  Organize for a purpose 

Hue  aspect 

Chilling  Provoking fear or terror 

Indoctrinate  

to force somebody to accept particular beliefs without 

considering others 

Portend  

Be a sign of something to come, esp. something 

important or bad 

Landfall  the land neared 

Disown  to deny any connection with 

Cut no ice  
to not cause someone to change their opinion or 
decision 

Posturing  false behaviour in order to impress or deceive people 

Upsurge  A sudden or abrupt strong increase 

Nihilistic  

Related to complete denial of all established authority 

and institutions 

Brutal  Punishingly harsh 

Angst  An acute but unspecific feeling of anxiety 

Extremist  (used of opinions and actions) far beyond the norm 

Futile  Producing no result or effect 

Toxic  Unpleasant and damaging or offensive 

Devious  Characterized by insincerity or deceit 
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Ambiguity  

An expression whose meaning cannot be determined 

from its context 

Provocative  Serving or tending to provoke, excite, or stimulate 

Expediency  

doing what is convenient rather than what is morally 

right 

Shore up  
Support, help or boost something that would otherwise 
be weak or fail 

 

Read the complete editorial along with difficult words & their contextual meanings of 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 25, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Remuneration  Money that is paid regularly for doing work 

Pecking order 

the way that the positions people have are arranged 

according to their status or power within the group 

Trickle down  

gradually benefit the poorest as a result of the 

increasing wealth of the richest 

Doff your hat to 

somebody to show respect to someone or something 

Rung  level in a hierarchy 

Convergence  The occurrence of two or more things coming together 

Pandemic  

a disease that spreads over a whole country or the 

whole world 

Harassment  
behaviour which is intended to trouble or annoy 
someone 

Mere  Being nothing more than specified 

Hostile  Impossible to bring into friendly accord 

Privations  A state of extreme poverty 

Fraught with  full of (something bad or unwanted) 

Peril  A state of danger involving risk 

Cheerlead  enthusiastic and vocal support 

Crescendo  a gradual increase in intensity 

Last mile the last stage in a process 
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Settle down  Become quiet or calm 

 

Read the complete editorial along with difficult words & their contextual meanings of 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 24, 2022 
 

Difficult 

Word/ Phrase Contextual Sense 

All hands on 

deck 

said to mean that a particular situation requires everyone to 

work hard in order to achieve an aim 

Belated  Delayed  

Spur  Stimulate  

Burgeoning  Grow and flourish  

Surge  A sudden or abrupt strong increase 

Consumer 

price index  

A Consumer Price Index (CPI) is designed to measure the 
changes over time in general level of retail prices of selected 

goods and services that households purchase for the purpose 

of consumption 

Soar  Rise rapidly 

Flag  to draw attention to (something) 

Dampener  Something having a restraining or subduing effect 

Inaction  The state of being inactive 

Buoyant  Characterized by liveliness and lightheartedness 

Emanate  Proceed or issue forth, as from a source 

Onus  something that is one’s duty or responsibility 

Sink  to become lower in level 

Pare  Decrease gradually or bit by bit 

Fallout  Any adverse and unwanted secondary effect 

Volatile  Liable to lead to sudden change 

http://www.practicemock.com/
mailto:info@practicemock.com
mailto:011-49032737


  

 
 

                                                                                        Hindu Editorial Vocabulary PDF- May 2022 

www.practicemock.com                                                                  13                                       info@practicemock.com  9319314079 

Undergird  Lend support to 

Hue  Aspect  

In concert  Doing something together 

 

Read the complete editorial along with difficult words & their contextual meanings of 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 23, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Apprehension  Fearful anticipation 

Bar  To prohibit  

Defensive  

rejecting criticisms of oneself or covering up one’s 

failings 

Articulate  state clearly 

Stand  Be in some specified state or condition 

Mismatch  Not equal 

Evident  Clearly revealed 

Pool  any communal combination of resources, funds, etc 

Curb  keep within limits 

Opportune  
Suitable or at a time that is suitable or advantageous 
especially for a particular purpose 

Delegation  A group of representatives or delegates 

U-turn  A decision to reverse an earlier decision 

Persist  last a long time 

Glean  Gather 

Sooner rather than 

later  before much time has gone by 

 
Read the complete editorial along with difficult words & their contextual meanings of 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 20, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Quarry  A surface excavation for extracting stone or slate 

Hazardous  Involving risk or danger 

Fraught  Marked by distress 

Collusion  
secret or illegal cooperation or conspiracy, especially in 
order to cheat or deceive others 

Culpability  A state of guilt 

Bear  Bring forth 

Testimony  Something that serves as evidence 

Boulder  

A large smooth mass of rock detached from its place of 

origin 

Debris  

The remains of something that has been destroyed or 

broken up 

Fateful  having extremely unfortunate or dire consequences 

Interregnum  The time between two reigns, governments, etc. 

Breach  an act that breaks an agreement, a law, etc. 

Plunge  Fall abruptly 

Aggravate  Make worse 

Nexus  A connected group 

Plundering  Given to taking by force what is desired 

Exchequer  The funds of a government, institution or individual 
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Mushroom  Grow and spread fast 

Irretrievable  Impossible to recover 

Shark  

a person who preys on or victimizes others, esp by 

swindling or extortion 

Have an axe to 

grind  

have a private reason for doing or being involved in 

something 

Spurt  a sudden, brief period of intense activity 

 

Read the complete editorial along with difficult words & their contextual meanings of 

The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary – May 20, 2022 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 19, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Endorsement  Formal and explicit approval 

Invoke  resort to 

Campaign  

Exert oneself continuously, vigorously, or obtrusively to 

gain an end or engage in a crusade for a certain cause or 

person 

Revulsion  a strong feeling of repugnance, distaste, or dislike 

Abate  Make less active or intense 

Draw  Get or derive 

Embroil  

Force into some kind of situation, condition, or course of 

action 

Confessional  

Relating to a written document acknowledging an offence 

and signed by the guilty party 

Indictment  An accusation of wrongdoing 

Deliberate  Carefully thought out in advance 

Discern  understand 

Jurisdiction  (law) the territory within which power can be exercised 

Remission  a reduction of the term of a sentence of imprisonment 

Inimical  adverse or unfavourable 

Concurrence  Agreement of opinions 

Infirmity  
The state of being weak in health or body (especially from 
old age) 
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Sticking point  an obstacle to progress towards an agreement or goal 

Cynically  

in a way that shows you believe that people are only 

interested in themselves and are not sincere: 

Dastardly  wicked and cruel 

Ponder  

Think deeply about a subject or question over a period of 

time 

 

Read the complete editorial along with difficult words & their contextual meanings of 

The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary – May 19, 2022 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 18, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Accountability  Responsibility to someone or for some activity 

Shortcomings  deficiency 

Dynastic  Related to powerful leaders in the same family 

Deviation  

divergence from the official ideology or policies of a 

political party 

Backing  The act of providing approval and support 

Hang fire  delay or be delayed in taking action or progressing 

Ideological  Concerned with or suggestive of ideas 

Inertia  lack of energy 

Decadence  behaviour, attitudes, etc. that show low moral standards 

Immobilise  Prohibit the use of (assets) 

Prompt  Serve as the inciting cause of 

Assertion  A declaration that is made emphatically 

Ginger group  
a highly active faction within a party or movement that 
presses for stronger action on a particular issue 

Sagging  weakening 

Helm  a position of leadership 

Era  A period marked by distinctive character  

Nepotism  

Favouritism shown to relatives or close friends by those in 

power 
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Avarice  extremely strong desire for money and possessions 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 17, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Disprove  Prove to be false 

Detractor  One who disparages or belittles the worth of something 

Adage  

a well-known phrase expressing something that is always 

true about people or the world 

Set off  Provoke or stir up 

Pitchfork  to thrust (someone) unwillingly into a position 

Turmoil  Disturbance usually in protest 

In the face of  When confronted with 

Erstwhile  Belonging to some prior time 

Brush aside  Bar from attention or consideration 

Contend  assert 

Stave off  Prevent the occurrence of 

Resentment  A feeling of deep and bitter anger and ill-will 

Viable  that can be done 

Consortium  
A group of individuals or companies formed to transact 
some specific business or to promote a common interest 

Stricken  affected by something overwhelming 

Abolish  Do away with 

Speculation  

A message expressing an opinion based on incomplete 

evidence 
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Squander  To waste (something) 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 16, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Abrupt  Exceedingly sudden and unexpected 

Wrest  forcibly pull (something) from something’s grasp 

Owe  Be obliged to pay or repay 

Throw his weight 

around 

act aggressively and use their authority over other people 

more than they need to 

Rebellion  Organized opposition to authority 

Make way  Get out of the way 

Inherit  
If you inherit something such as a task, problem, or 
attitude, you get it from the people who used to have it 

Predecessor  

One who precedes you in time (as in holding a position or 

office) 

Baggage  

burdensome, superfluous, or outdated ideas, practices, 

etc. 

Credentials  previous achievements, training, and general background 

Perception  View  

On tenterhooks  in a state of tension or suspense 

Change of guard  Replacement  

Succession  A following of one thing after another in time 

Bastion  A group that defends a principle 

Wobbling  fluctuating unsteadily 

Churning  in a state of turbulence 
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Ripple effects  

The effect of an event setting off other events in an 

unexpected way, or in unexpected areas 

Elevation  The act of increasing the power or scope of something 

Agnosticism  The disbelief in any claims of ultimate knowledge 

Crossover  

A voter who is registered as a member of one political 

party but who votes in the primary of another party 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 13, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Consent  Agreement  

Sanction  to authorize, approve, or allow 

Split verdict  

the award of a fight on a majority verdict of the judges 

as opposed to a unanimous decision 

Reignite  
to make something such as a disagreement or worry 
that was disappearing grow stronger 

Strike down  Declare null and void; make ineffective 

Safeguard  Make safe 

Adjudicate  come to a final conclusion 

Sacrament  

something regarded as having a sacred character or 

mysterious meaning 

Take a stand  to express one’s opinion 

Heart of the 

matter  the most important aspect 

Inasmuch  in such a manner 

Deprive  Keep from having 

Non-consensual  not agreed to by one or more of the people involved 

Discriminate  Treat differently on the basis of factors such as sex 

Autonomy  Personal independence 

Disconcertingly  In a disturbing or embarrassing manner 

Immune  not affected by something 
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Conjugal  

Of or relating to marriage or to the relationship between 

a wife and husband 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 12, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Robust  Rough  

Surge  A sudden or abrupt strong increase 

Mortality  great loss of life, as in disaster 

Infirm  Lacking bodily or muscular strength or vitality 

Disrupt  Throw into disorder 

Methodology  

a system of methods and principles for doing something, 

for example for carrying out research 

Modelling  the act or an instance of making a representative pattern 

Counter  Speak in response 

Cumulative  Increasing by successive addition 

Negate  Be in contradiction with 

Discrepancy  A difference between conflicting facts, claims or opinions 

Skew  Influence in an unfair way 

Undertaking  Accept as a challenge 

Corroborate  
Back up with evidence or authority or make more certain 
or confirm 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 11, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Underscore  emphasizing the importance of something 

Uprising  

a conflict in which one faction tries to wrest control from 

another 

Abrupt  Exceedingly sudden and unexpected 

Venerate  Regard with feelings of great respect  

Teeming  abounding in people etc. 

Swarming  abounding in people etc. 

Vehemently  showing strong and often angry feelings 

Economic 

crisis  

A long-term economic state characterized by 
unemployment and low prices and low levels of trade and 

investment 

Unbearable  Incapable of being tolerated or endured 

Heedless  paying little attention 

Bailout 

package  

A bailout of an organization or individual that has financial 

problems is the act of helping them by giving them money 

Spiral  rise quickly and at an increasing rate 

Set off  initiate 

Ancestral  
inherited or inheritable by established rules (usually legal 
rules) of descent 

Arsonist  A criminal who illegally sets fire to property 

Assuage  gain the good will of 
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Steer  Be a guiding or motivating force 

Deter  Try to prevent; show opposition to 

Regime  

the period during which a particular government or ruling 

system is in power 

Dilemma  State of uncertainty or perplexity 

Persist  refuse to stop 

Misery  A feeling of intense unhappiness 

Demise  The time when something ends 

Reservoir  A large or extra supply of something 

Of no avail  without success 

Hardship  A state of misfortune or affliction 
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Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Feeble  Pathetically lacking in effectiveness 

Vigilance  The process of paying close and continuous attention 

Purported  

Have the often specious appearance of being, intending, 

or claiming 

Scrawl  Write carelessly 

Avert  Prevent the occurrence of; prevent from happening 

Sympathiser  a person who agrees with and supports an idea or aim 

Rhetoric  High-flown style; excessive use of verbal ornamentation 

Snuff out  Put an end to 

Assassinate  Murder; especially of socially prominent persons 

Sectarian  
of or pertaining to a subdivision of a larger religious 
group 

Fester  

to become or cause to become bitter, irritated, etc, esp 

over a long period of time; rankle 

Referendum  

A popular vote by the electorate whether to approve a 

specific legislative act 

Diaspora  
any scattering of people with a common origin, 
background, beliefs, etc. 

Exacerbate  Make worse 

Echo  To say again  

Mobilisation  Organized for a purpose 
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Helm  lead 

Inflame  Arouse or excite feelings and passions 

Delegitimise  Make unacceptable, less legitimate or illegal 

Tacitly  by unexpressed agreement 

Flicker  

feel an emotion only for a very short time, and not very 

strongly 

Cohesion  tendency to unite 
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Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Tussle  

a fight, for example between two or more people who 

want to have the same thing 

Wrangling  An instance of intense argument 

Elaborate  Developed or executed with care and in minute detail 

Litigation  a legal proceeding in a court 

Embark on  To begin  

Confer  Grant a right, possession, etc. 

Render  Announce  

Pronouncement  An authoritative declaration 

Verdict  
the findings of a jury on issues of fact submitted to it for 
decision; can be used in formulating a judgment 

Concurring  Being of the same opinion 

Insofar  To the degree or extent that 

Mandate  a document giving an official instruction or command 

Legislative  Relating to legislation  

Executive  Someone who manages a government department 

Domain  Territory over which rule or control is exercised 

Notion  A general inclusive concept 

Negate  Make ineffective by counterbalancing the effect of 

Underlying  In the nature of something though not readily apparent 
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Undermine  hinder normal operations 

Split verdict  

the award of a fight on a majority verdict of the judges 

as opposed to a unanimous decision. 

Flag  to draw attention to (something) 

Quietus  anything that serves to quiet, curb, or end an activity 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 6, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Infuse  Fill, as with a certain quality 

Semblance  An outward or token appearance or form 

Vagary  

An unexpected and inexplicable change in something (in a 

situation or a person’s behaviour, etc.) 

Fraught  Marked by distress 

Brew  to begin to form 

Hippocratic 
oath  

An oath taken by physicians to observe medical ethics 
deriving from Hippocrates 

Compassion  A deep awareness of and sympathy for another’s suffering 

Embed  Fix or set deeply 

Ethos  the distinctive spirit of a culture or an era 

Retrograde  Moving or directed or tending in a backward direction 

Subjugation  Forced submission to control by others 

Repugnant  Offensive to the mind 

Reinstate  Restore to the previous state or rank 

Severe  

Intensely or extremely bad or unpleasant in degree or 

quality 

Deviant  Markedly different from an accepted norm 

Ethics  Motivation based on ideas of right and wrong 

Knee-jerk 

reaction  

made or occurring as a predictable and automatic 

response, without thought 
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Inculcate  Teach and impress by frequent repetitions or admonitions 

Heft  importance 

Bells and 

whistles  features which are nonessential but very attractive 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 5, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Reiterate  say something again, usually in order to emphasize it 

Bilateral  Affecting or undertaken by two parties 

Leg  a section or part of a journey or course 

Elephant in the 

room  

an obvious problem or difficult situation that people do 

not want to talk about 

Invasion  the act of an army that invades for conquest or plunder 

Cut back  Make a reduction in 

Decade  A period of 10 years 

Pragmatism  
an approach to problems and situations that is based on 
practical solutions 

Aggression  Violent action that is hostile and usually unprovoked 

Sanction  

Something someone is made to do to compensate for a 

wrongdoing 

Reluctant  Unwillingness to do something 

Senseless  Serving no useful purpose 

Unveil  Remove the cover from 

Contour  The outline of something 

Disrupt  Throw into disorder 

Vital  absolutely necessary 

Isolated  Cut off or left behind 
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The Hindu Editorial Vocabulary– May 4, 2022 
 

Difficult Word/ 

Phrase Contextual Sense 

Weigh  to consider carefully 

Precedent  

An example that is used to justify similar occurrences at a 

later time 

Lay out  Tell or show, often with explanation and alternatives 

Blanket  blanket (affecting everyone or everything) 

Susceptibility  easily affected 

Underscore  emphasizing the importance of something 

Conundrum  A difficult problem 

Besiege  surrounded  

Woefully  In an unfortunate or deplorable manner 

Outstrip  Go far ahead of 

Stem  to stop something that is increasing or spreading 

Hybrid 
immunity  

hybrid immunity refers to a combination of immunity 
gained from a natural infection as well as from vaccines 

Rife  Most frequent or very common 

Ascribe  Associate ownership with 

Uptake  A process of taking up or using up or consuming 

Foreground  

Emphasise or focus on to make more important or 

prominent 

Nascent  Being born or beginning 
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Blight  

anything that destroys, prevents growth, or causes 

devaluation 

Grapple  

Succeed in doing, achieving, or producing (something) 

with the limited or inadequate means available 

Discourse  
a formal treatment of a subject in speech or writing, such 
as a sermon or dissertation 

At the forefront  in a leading position 
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